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At The Conservation Fund, we combine a passion for conservation with 
an entrepreneurial spirit to protect your favorite places. We have protected 
over seven million acres across America, in all 50 states. And we’ve done 
that with a deep commitment to conservation that makes economic sense. 
 
This deep commitment is especially critical in low-income communities 
where environmental challenges are often tied to social and economic 
issues. Our Resourceful Communities program helps local leaders 
build on their greatest strengths—the people, places and traditions—to 
address those challenges and protect land and water resources. Our 
dedicated team partners with community groups and local governments 
to craft “triple bottom line” projects that create economic, social and 
environmental benefits. We support these efforts by providing the skills, 
funding, and connections to resources that communities need.  
 
We have trained 5,000+ community leaders and supported 270 
innovative projects and programs. Direct small grant investments 
totaling over $2.2 million have attracted $26 million to community 
projects, launched 500+ jobs, and protected more than 20,000 acres  
of critical lands.   

Our approach is unique: We work directly with communities and our 
support follows their lead, resulting in environmentally, socially and 
economically vibrant communities.  

 



Resourceful Communities’ small grant program, the Creating New Economies 
Fund, provides direct investment to community-based efforts. Seed money 
supports a range of “triple bottom efforts” such as:  eco- and heritage tourism, 
youth conservation programs, farmers’ markets, alternative energy production, 
and more. For one grantee, Green Opportunities, assistance from Resourceful 
Communities helped launch their "green collar" job training program, which 
mentors hard-to-employ youth and places program graduates in career-based 
jobs; and helped secure more than $4 million in additional support. 
 

 

Our experience demonstrates that organizational training, in addition to 
direct small grant investment, ensures success of community organizations. 
Resourceful Communities takes needed training to partner organizations. For 
community partner Stecoah Valley Center, this training included organizational 
business planning, leadership transition, fundraising and more. Stecoah now 
provides small business training for local entrepreneurs and generates revenue 
for businesses offering traditional Appalachian food, music and crafts to 10,000 
neighbors and visitors every year.

 

Resourceful Communities has built a dynamic and diverse network of 
community organizations and resource providers. We provide opportunities to 
engage through workshops, learning visits, small group meetings and facilitated 
introductions. This engagement builds peer-to-peer connections so community 
leaders can learn from and support each other. We help communities secure 
funding and connect with other resources, share “triple bottom line” strategies, 
and create partnerships to replicate innovative efforts.

 
Investing In Community 

   
Strengthening Organizations   
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Resourceful Communities, a specialized program of The Conservation Fund, helps partners 
build on local assets to create sustainable communities. For more than 20 years, we’ve 
provided vital support so communities can plan and implement locally-led projects that 
provide economic, environmental and social benefits.  Read on to learn how we help. 

Since 2001, Resourceful Communities Program has created more than 500 jobs, funded  

270 grants, and trained more than 5,000 community leaders. We have awarded over  

$2.2 million, which has helped partners leverage $12 for every $1 awarded. 

Find out more at www.resourcefulcommunities.org

Building The Network 
 


